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ANNUAL REPORT of 2025 
For NEW HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH of the NW Synod of Wisconsin (ELCA) 
N2698 460th Street     Evangelism Lutheran Church in America 
P.O. Box 35       Congregational Code #14384 
Downsville, WI 54735        715-664-8568 
   
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
NAME    POSTION    Term ENDS (in January) 
 R. John Steinberger  President-Life & Mission     2026 
 Jeff Pickerign   Vice President-Education & Youth    2027 
 Paul Jacobson   Life & Mission      2027 
 Maddie Mai   Life & Mission      2028 
 Sandy McNaughton  Education & Youth     2026 
 John Jacobson   Education & Youth     2028 
 Frank Schneider  Grounds & Property     2026 
 Denis Reitz   Grounds & Property     2027 
 Ron Cutler   Grounds & Property     2028 
    

Appointed— 
 Wallace Cutler   Treasurer       2026 
 Brenda Steinberger  Financial Secretary     2026 
 

 
DELEGATES/REPRESENTATIVES/COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 

Kenny Mullins   Synod Assembly Delegate    2026 
Maddie Mai    Synod Assembly Delegate    2026 
      Alternates: Synod Assembly Delegates  2026 
 

Cindy Bates    American Lutheran Homes Rep.   2026 
Brenda Steinberger  American Lutheran Homes Rep.   2027 
 

RJohn Steinberger   Nominating Committee     2026 
Frank Schneider   Nominating Committee     2026 
Sandy McNaughton  Nominating Committee     2026 
Jane Hulett    Nominating Committee     2026 
Linda Roth    Nominating Committee     2026 
Judy Kincaid   Nominating Committee     2026 
 
 

Denis Reitz    Audit Committee      2026 
Darla Joncas   Audit Committee      2027 
Dan Jacobson   Audit Committee      2028 
 

Lori Schneider   Luther Park Bible Camp/Ambassadors FEB. 2026 
Gabby Schneider   Luther Park Bible Camp/Ambassadors FEB. 2026 
 

Doreen Trainor   Memorial Committee     2026 
Shelley Jacobson   Memorial Committee     2027 
Dianne Jacobson   Memorial Committee     2028 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 
 

BAPTISMS:      Transfer out 
 
CONFIRMED:     Weddings 
Lenorah Ester Baskin     Nicholas & Rachel Jacobson 
        
FUNERALS:      NEW MEMBERS 
Elinor Mae Smith     John Schaefer 
Theodore “Ted” R. Watland 
   
 
 

************************************************************************** 

 
NEW HOPE ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 

 

1-Opening Devotions 
 

2-Secretary’s Report 
 

3-Treasurer’s Report 
 

4-Reports: Presidents 
 

 Pastors Report 
 

 Synod Report 
 

 Committees 
 

5-Elections 
 

6-Budget 
 

7-Unfinished Business 
 

8-New Business 
 

Closing Prayer 
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New Hope Annual Meeting January19, 2025 
Meeting was called to order at 12:15 by President R John Steinberger with a quorum present, 

Pastor Judy led devotions from page 2 of our Annual Report. Secretary’s report from January 

2024 was read and accepted.  Treasurer’s report for the general, joint and building funds was 

given and accepted.  Presidents report is on page 8. Pastor’s report is on page 8.  Pastor added 

that online services are well received. She thanked us for another great year.   

Committee Reports:  Life and Mission pg. 9, Nominating Committee pg. 9,  

Youth and Education pg. 10. 

Elections:  

Church Council  Life and Mission – Maddie Mai 

   Education and Youth – John Jacobson 

   Property and Grounds – Ron Cutler 

Memorial Committee – Dianne Jacobson 

Luther Park Delegates – Lori and Gabby Schneider 

Synod Representatives – Kenny Mullins and Maddie Mai 

American Lutheran Home Representation – Brenda Steinberger 

Audit Committee – Dan Jacobson 

Nominating Committee – Jane Hulett, Linda Roth, Pastor Judy 

Motion made by Brenda Steinberger seconded by Paul Jacobson and carried to cast a 

unanimous ballot. Motion made by Paul Jacobson, seconded by Liz Pickerign to destroy the 

ballots. 

Budget - Motion made by Paul Jacobson, seconded by Denis Reitz and carried to accept the 

New Hope General Fund proposed budget.  Motion made by Liz Pickerign, seconded by Paul 

Jacobson and carried to accept the submitted joint budget. 

Unfinished Business – Flower boxes and cleaning the outside of the church has been 

accomplished. 

New Business – the parsonage garage roof needs replacing, the roof on our little shed needs to 

be shingled too. Bruce Hanson said he would be willing to send Thank you notes.  We thanked 

Wally, Brenda & RJohn for their services.   

Motion made by Jeff Pickerign seconded by Paul Jacobson to adjourn.  We closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Linda Roth, Secretary 

  

Pastor’s Report for New Hope 2025 
It pains me to write this last report as the pastor of New Hope. This is a wonderful place full 

of people I love. My new call is to Hope Lutheran Church in Eau Claire. My last day here is 

Feb. 11th and my first day in Eau Claire is Feb. 12th. Thank-you to all of you who have made 

this a good place to be the pastor, especially those of you who have volunteered to assist in 

worship and work with children and youth, and care for the building. This church council has 

been a joy to be a part of. Thanks for supporting my ministry and being kind to my family. 

You have helped my daughters grow into adult, faithful Christians. Thanks for the cards, 

gifts, and prayers. There is no way to express how much they mean to us. Thanks for being 

open to trying crazy new things! You made it fun to reach out to the community and spread 

the Gospel. Bar church, live nativities and coffee with the pastor allowed me to meet some 

of our neighbors and talk about Jesus. Pastor Randy Olson from the synod has reached out 

to council leadership and they will have a meeting soon to make plans. You are in good 

hands.  You will always be in my prayers. Love, Pastor Judy 
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New Hope Council President Report 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as president of our New Hope Church Council.   Our 

congregation continues to maintain enthusiastic stewardship and a strong commitment to 

deliver on Gods desires.  We enjoyed some interesting outreaches through our Bar Church 

Tuesday’s and the creative participation of our members in the music.   This has been a fun 

way to celebrate all the different gifts that God has given us.  With 2025 behind us, we must 

now look to the future and continue to share our blessings with those around us and take 

some time to reflect on the blessings that have been given to each of us. 

God Bless 

R. John Steinberger 
 

NH LIFE AND MISSION REPORT 2025 

Life:  connecting with each other through fellowship.  We had a couple outdoor services, 
one at Jeremiah’s Bullfrog Fish farm and here in the Church yard with Potluck lunch and 
fellowship after.   
Mission: reaching out beyond the budget. In May we helped support our missionary in 
Japan.  In July and August, we raised funds for Access Hope an Australian Christian Charity 
that helped children from poverty-stricken areas. In September and October, we raised 
funds for God’s Global Barnyard.  Then with the help of a small grant from the Northwest 
Wisconsin Synod, we held church at the Timber Inn bar once a month in Oct. Nov. and Dec.  
We Love because God first loved us 
 

Paul Jacobson and Committee. 

Report of New Hope Church Nominating Committee 
Church Council- (Elect 1 person for each committee for a 3-year term) 
 Life & Mission – (Elect 1) –  
 Education & Youth – (Elect 1)- Megan Hines 
 Property & Management – (Elect 1) –  
Synod Representatives – (Elect 1 male & 1 female for a 1Year term) 
 Primary:  
 Alternate –  
Memorial Committee – (Elect 1 person for 3year term) 
 Linda Roth 
Luther Park Delegates – (Elect 1-Youth, 1-Adult for a 1-year term) 
 Lacie Joncas 
 Rowen Binkowski 
American Lutheran Home Representative – (Elect 1 person for a 2-year term) 
 Cindy Bates 
Audit Committee – (Elect 1 person for a 3-year term) 
 Dan Jacobson 
Nominating Committee – (Elect 3 people for a 1-year term) 
 Sandy McNaughton, Frank Schneider, R. John Steinberger 
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W/ELCA 2025 Annual Report 

The WELCA meets 4 times per year, Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. For 2026 we have changed 

our meetings to the 1st Tuesday of those months. 

Our yearly accomplishments – Easter Breakfast - April 20, Tea Party – June 22, Downsville 

Day – Aug 23, Christmas Bake Sale – Dec.21 

End of year Gifts Given were to – 

Pastor and Family, Dianne and Steve 

Options for Women, Hope Gospel, Sal. Army, Neighbors, Arbor Place, Positive Alternatives, 

St. Jude, Foster Closet and Stepping Stones. 

Quilts given this year – 3 graduates, 3 fund raisers, 10 sold, 12 Bridge to Hope, and 10 to 

Foster Closet. The quilters would like to thank Janet Cutler for her many years of sewing 

around the quilts for them. 

We are a small group, and welcome all ladies to attend. 

I would like to personally thank all of those who help with functions, give your time and 

donations. All are very much appreciated. 

ELCA Pres. Roberta Shervey 

 

Education and Youth 
We have had a joyful year working with the children at New Hope. Four teachers rotate 
Sundays for leading Children’s Time after the Children’s Sermon each week. We are able to 
reinforce the Gospel lesson that Pastor Judy has introduced to them through various crafts, 
role plays, and games. We did Christmas cards for the shut-ins; we did art projects and sold 
them to raise money for God’s Global barnyard. Our Christmas Program went very well. The 
Confirmation students, the younger children, and the teachers enjoyed presenting it to the 
congregation.  
 

 

Education and Youth Committee, 
Sandy McNaughton 
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Dorcas Circle Summary 

2025 

Beginning balance   $0 

Offerings   $107.50 

Cards    $42.50 

Vanilla   $30.50 

Cookbook   $  4.00 

Total    $184.50 

Expenditures 

 Income to W/ELCA $184.50 

Ending Balance   $0 

Elaine Hilmanowski, Treas. 

 

St. James Circle Summary 2025 

Beginning balance                 $0 

Offerings Collected                     $376.00 

Expenditures: 

        Elinor Smith Memorial          $25.00 

        Cas Lipina (Fire)                      $150.00 

        Remaining balance to W/ELCA             $201.00 

Ending Balance                    $0   

     Sandy McNaughton, Tres.   

 

 

 

Altar Guild Checkbook 

 

01-01-2025 Beginning Balance       $1113.81 

 Purchase of Checks   $24.36 

 All Saints Sunday Candles  $116.00 

           Total Expenses   $140.36 

12-31-2025 Ending Balance      $973.45 

         Dianne Jacobson, Tres. 
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 W/ELCA Youth Education Fund 

 

 

 

 

 
 

W/ELCA Checkbook Summary 

 
          Darla Joncas, Treasurer 
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LEC-NH Youth Group Report 
01/01/2025 Beginning Balance         $6800.47 
 

Income: 

Lent Soup Suppers    $749.75 

Thanksgiving Service Pie & Coffee $257.00 

Reimbursement from Judy K.  $858.19 

2025 Dividends    $5.94 

Total Income           $1870.88 

 

Expenses: 

Confirmation Class & activities  $356.17 

Confirmation Sunday    $178.96 

Children’s Sermons    $233.48 

Graduation Recognition Sunday  $119.10 

Costumes     $334.28 

Soup Supper Supplies   $97.71 

Rally Sunday – supplies-horses  $427.54 

Bibles – 3rd Graders/Confirmands $461.74 

Thanksgiving Pie Supplies  $189.32 

Misc.      $153.10 

Misc error charges by Judy K.  $858.19 

Total Expenses           $3409.59 

12/31/2025 Ending Balance         $5261.76 

 

New Hope/Little Elk Creek Youth savings 

01/01/2025 Beginning Balance         $2746.88 

   DIVIDENDS  11.01  

12/31/2025 Ending Balance         $2757.89 
 

          Dianne Jacobson 
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NEW HOPE MEMORIAL REPORT 2025 

 

     Dianne Jacobson, Tres. 
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2025 New Hope Building Fund 

Beginning Bal 1-1-2025 
Checking    $1773.24 
Savings   $14,313.68      $16,086.92 

Income: 
 Offerings   $1709.00 
 WELCA   $2000.00 
 Thrivent Choice  $883.00 
 Talen Trust   $510.00 
 Interest   $54.27       +$5156.27 
 

Expenses: 
 Benevolence   $4571.89      -$4571.89 
 

Ending Balance12-31-2025 
 Checking     $3650.35 
 Savings   $13020.95      $16671.30 
 
Harold Jensen Brokerage Account Balance 12/31/2025     $110,757.69 
 

• $3524 designated for parking lot 
• Benevolence Breakdown:  Missionary for a day  $600.00 

Access Hope (Jeff P.) $656.88 
Take it Outside  $2000.00 
God’s Global Barnyard $1315.01 

      Total     $4571.89 
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2025 Tithe.ly Report 
On-line Giving 

 

 

O 
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NEW HOPE DIRECTORY 
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