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ANNUAL REPORT of 2025 
LITTLE ELK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH of the NW Synod of Wisconsin (ELCA) 
N3845 570th Street                                                     Evangelism Lutheran Church in America 
Menomonie, WI 54751                                                 Congregational Code #14473 
715-235-3624-Church 
715-664-8568-Office 

      
CHURCH COUNCIL: 
NAME    POSTION   Term ENDS (in January) 
Eldon Hilson   President      2026 
Clifford Lee    Secretary      2026 
Bonnie Rivard   Treasurer      2026 
Nikki Turner   Financial Secretary    2026 
Lexi Skillings   Deacon (Stewardship)    2028 
Tonia Miller    Deacon (Education)    2026 
Carrie Cook    Deacon (Evangelism & Worship)  2027 
Brent Miller    Trustee      2028 
Jim Birthman   Trustee      2026 
Jeff Abbott    Trustee      2027 
 

CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES 
 

John & Roxane Schaefer  Synod Assembly Delegates   2026 
 

Lisa Christianson   American Lutheran Homes Rep.  2027 
Lynnette Smith   American Lutheran Homes Rep.  2026 
 

Dottie Hayden   Luther Park Bible Camp/Ambassadors 2026 
Marlene Lee    Luther Park Bible Camp/Ambassadors 2026 
 

CHURCH COMMITTEES 
 

Sharon & Biller Miller  Nominating Committee    2026 
 

 

Brenda Ziehme    Audit Committee     2026 
Dick Quilling   Audit Committee     2027 
Vicki Price    Audit Committee     2028 
 

Roxane Schaefer   Memorial Committee    2027 
 

 
MAJOR CONTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 
 

Roy Cropp    Vicki Price 
Cliff Lee Jr.    Don Hayden 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 
 
BAPTISMS:       TRANSFER OUT: 
 

Aubrey Ellis Kerr       John Schaefer 
 
NEW MEMBERS: 
 
 
 

CONFIRMED: 
Colten James Zerzanek 
 
 

MEMBERS THAT HAVE PASSED THIS YEAR: 
Nancy L. Schroeder 
Daniel E. Skillings 
Robin (Schroeder) Johnson 
 
 

WEDDINGS: 
Kenadie Cook & Derek Buchman 
 
 
 
 

*************************************************************************** 

 
LITTLE ELK CREEK ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 

 
1-Opening Devotions 
2-Secretary’s Report 
3-Treasurer’s Report 
4-Reports: Pastors 
 Presidents 
 Synod Report 
 Committees 
5-Elections 
6-Budget 
7-Unfinished Business 
8-New Business 
Closing Prayer 
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Pastor Judy’s Message 
I know it sounds cliché, but it is with a heavy heart and a lump in my throat that I write my final 

pastor’s report for Little Elk Creek. I will miss you terribly. (I will miss many, many, things but 

maybe not the meeting. We do so many things that are more fun than meetings!) Thank-you to 

all the dear people who have helped my girls grow up and have helped me grow as a minister of 

Christ. Thanks for the support, kind words, gifts, and prayers. I hope Little Elk Creek continues 

to have strong programs for young people, like our wonderful Sunday school. I love how 

supportive everyone is of our confirmation program. I will miss my children’s sermon kids most 

of all. It has been good to reach out to the community this year with bar church. I hope you find 

more ways to do that. I am so proud of the work the women have been doing serving the 

homeless, and making quilts and school kits. This congregation will remain in my prayers and 

my daughters and I will always shop the LEC thrift sale.       
 Love, Pastor Judy 

 

LITTLE ELK CREEK ANNUAL MEETING 
January 26th, 2025 

26 Members present. 
Meeting called to order by President Eldon Hilson 
Pastor Judy led us in the opening liturgy, found on page two of the annual report. 
The secretary’s report was read. Motion made by Dick Quilling and seconded by Pastor Judy 
to approve. Motion carried. The treasurer’s report was read. Motion made by Vikki Price and 
seconded by Nikki Turner to approve. Motion carried. Pastor’s Report: Pastor Judy referred 
us to page 7 of the annual report. 
The next order of business was to elect a new church council.  After the nomination process, 
only one name was listed at each position.  A motion was made by Clifford Lee and seconded 
by Dick Quilling to cast a unanimous ballot. Motion carried.  Those elected are as follows: 
President      Eldon Hilson     Synod Representatives John & Roxane Schaefer 
Secretary      Clifford Lee       American Luther Homes Lisa Christianson 
Treasurer      Bonnie Rivard   Audit Committee   Vikki Price 
Financial Secretary    Nikki Turner        Nomination Committee Bill & Sharon Miller 
Trustee (G&P)    Brent Miller         Luther Park Bible Camp Dottie Hayden, Peggy Husby 
Deacon (Stewardship)Lexi Skillings      Memorial Committee  Roxane Shaefer 

 
Both the joint budget and our budget were reviewed. A motion was made by Bonnie Rivard 
and seconded by Peggy Husby to approve as printed. Motion carried. 
We discussed our progress on the steeple project, balcony repair, and lightning protections.  
Hopefully these projects will be completed this spring and summer. 
A motion was made by Pastor Dick Quilling and seconded by Sharon Miller to adjourn.  
Motion carried. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Clifford L. Lee 
Secretary 
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LEC Council President’s Report 

The year of 2025 for Little Elk Creek Church - Kulp of Stratford was contracted to install Davinci shingles 

and new metal flashing on the base of steeple for $58,873.00.  This was completed in December of 2025. 

Future LEC project are; Thompson Lightning Protection in the spring of 2026, interior ceiling repair and 

repair of front door steps.  The WELCA will not be funding the Pest Control for 2026. The parsonage 

garage roof was replaced with new steel by SDS Construction.  New railing on the parsonage front entry 

started and will be finished in spring of 2026.  

Church Mutual Insurance information - 2024 coverage limit $3,098,007.00 deductible $2500.00, Premium 

$7457.00 per year.  2025 coverage limit $3,438,788.00, deductible $5000.00, Premium $9315.00 per year 

      Eldon Hilson Council President 
 

 
 
 

LEC Sunday School Report 2025 
Matthew 19:14: "Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these’". 
We welcomed 13 Sunday School children in September to weekly class at 9:15. 
Our one-hour class begins with music led by Peg Husby and Dottie Hayden. 
Bible time with related activities and a snack follows. We use the Augsburg Whirl Bible Study series. 
Our whole group lessons are taught by: Bonnie Rivard, Kelsey Anderson, Kayla Schutts, Shelby 

Tischman and Lynne Quilling. Kinsey Anderson and Sapphira Husby are terrific helpers.  
Vicki Price and Maddie Mai are our substitute teachers. We also appreciate help from Lisa and 

McKenzie Christianson as well as Tonia Miller, our Church Council Educational Deacon. 
 

Year to date highlights are: 
-Rally Sunday- ‘Run for the Roses!’ - September 14th  
-First Regular Sunday School Class September 21st 
-Bibles given to: Declan Husby and Levi Anderson 
-December 21st Children’s Christmas Program, ’New Star’ 
-Children sing during worship periodically 
-May 3rd will be our last day of Sunday School 
 

So many thanks to our church family for your faithfulness and support of our Sunday School Program. 
Respectfully, 
Lynne Quilling 
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2025 LEC Trustee Report 
 Kulp’s of Stratford Construction Company promised they would get started on applying new shingles 
to the LEC steeple sometime in Spring, 2025.  Seems that patience is a virtue when it comes to a 
project like this.  It finally started, just not sure any of us would have wanted to be on the lift when 
the project began in cold November, 2025.   But alas, it’s done and looks beautiful.  (If you didn’t 
notice it was done, that verifies how nice it looks!)  The steeple was the highlight of the year for 
sure!  A few inside things still need to be completed by Kulp’s but cosmetically we look good now.  On 
another note, the lawn wouldn’t stop growing this year!  Did you experience that at your house 
also?  It was pretty much a weekly trip to mow the grass, and several trips to the recycling center just 
to the west of Downsville to drop off the aluminum cans.  Around $800 was deposited from the cans 
to go towards new choir robes.  (My mother-in-law is in the choir, get it?)  A shout out to Brent Miller 
for getting rid of all the weeds in the parking lot this past fall which blended well with edged curbs & 
sidewalks.  With 2025 in the rearview mirror, it’s time to focus on the front steps in the coming 
year(s).           Happy New Year! 
 

Respectfully Submitted,   
Jeff Abbott    
715-864-2658 

 
 

“Come Home with Thanks Survey Results Summary” 
The 2025 “Come Home with Thanks” survey reflects a strong sense of gratitude among 
respondents, who frequently mentioned family, faith, health, and daily blessings as sources of 
thankfulness, often recognizing God’s presence in their lives. While some have not attended 
worship recently, the reasons cited include not feeling connected, health and mobility 
challenges, and discouragement caused by low attendance. Some respondents expressed a 
desire for more Bible stories in sermons and shared a sense of missing members who are no 
longer attending. Most indicated that adjusting service times would not significantly influence 
attendance. 
Key recommendations focus on strengthening spiritual engagement and connection within the 
congregation. Respondents expressed appreciation for sermons that include more Bible stories 
to provide deeper engagement with Scripture, as well as the importance of personal 
connection through outreach such as visits, small groups, and flexible Bible study 
opportunities. Prayer requests centered on family health and spiritual guidance. Although the 
New Hope live-stream option is appreciated, many respondents emphasized missing the 
fellowship and sense of community found in in-person worship. 
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Women of the LEC Church 2025 Annual Report 
 

Our Lydia and Faith bible studies met once a month to study God's word, grow in faith and 
trust the holy spirit to guide us in our mission as women in our church and our community. Our 
financial gifts are supported by our annual thrift sale, band concert, fall supper, quilt sales, 
bake sales and donations. Thank you to all who give of their time and talents to achieve our 
goals. Every Wednesday from September to May the women meet to sew and complete quilts, 
collect school supplies and complete school kits to be sent to Lutheran world relief.  St. John's 
church of Eau Claire sponsored a Day of Renewal to gather and refresh our hearts and minds in 
Christ. A women’s retreat in June at Luther Park in Chetek let us enjoy a camp like atmosphere. 
Outdoor fellowship with music, activities, a speaker of faith and fun. We continued our service 
of meals to the Cairn house residents the third Friday of each month this year and will continue 
to do so in 2026. We would welcome any volunteers to help us. Our fellowship together in our 
own community hosted a garden party, bean bag party, lavender farm tour and LEC church 
float in the Downsville day parade. The WELCA met twice this year in March and November 
with a business meeting and programs. I would like to thank the officers, committee chair 
persons, prayer chain members and bible study leaders and hostesses and communion 
volunteers for all your help this year. Sadly, we served three of our members funerals we lost 
this year, Nancy Schroeder, Dan Skillings and Robin Schroeder Johnson. May God's peace and 
joy be with these families and all families of LEC church!  

Roxane Schaefer  
WELCA president 
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LEC INVESTMENTS REPORT 

Thrivent Investment  Balance January 1, 2025   $216,792.27 

     Balance December 31, 2025  $248,808.14 

Osaic Investment   Balance January 1, 2025   $126,566.13 

     Balance December 31,2025  $144,175.58 
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LEC-NH Youth Group Report 
01/01/2025 Beginning Balance         $6800.47 
 

Income: 

Lent Soup Suppers    $749.75 

Thanksgiving Service Pie & Coffee $257.00 

Reimbursement from Judy K.  $858.19 

2025 Dividends    $5.94 

Total Income           $1870.88 

 

Expenses: 

Confirmation Class & activities  $356.17 

Confirmation Sunday    $178.96 

Children’s Sermons    $233.48 

Graduation Recognition Sunday  $119.10 

Costumes     $334.28 

Soup Supper Supplies   $97.71 

Rally Sunday – supplies-horses  $427.54 

Bibles – 3rd Graders/Confirmands $461.74 

Thanksgiving Pie Supplies  $189.32 

Misc.      $153.10 

Misc error charges by Judy K.  $858.19 

Total Expenses           $3409.59 

12/31/2025 Ending Balance         $5261.76 

 

New Hope/Little Elk Creek Youth savings 

01/01/2025 Beginning Balance         $2746.88 

   DIVIDENDS  11.01  

12/31/2025 Ending Balance         $2757.89 

         Dianne Jacobson 
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2025 Little Elk Creek Women Financial Report 
     

BEGINNING BALANCES:   EXPENSES:  
Beginning Checking January 1st  $12,526.00   Checks/banking   $-00  

Less Outstanding Checks  $(8,093.13)  WELCA Offering  $247.00  

Beginning Savings January 1st  $3,298.44   WELCA Bread Basket  $366.00  

Reserved (Quilters)  $(2,521.61)  WELCA Thank Offering  $55.00  

Working Balance January 2025  $5,209.70   WELCA Convention Expense  $30.00  

   Christ in our Home - 1517 Media  $101.10  

INCOME:  $247.00   Flowers  $44.97  

WELCA Offering  $366.00   Quilting  $574.90  

WELCA /Lydia Circle Bread Basket  $55.00   Project Comfort (shipping)  $800.00  

WELCA Thank Offering  $460.00   General Supplies  $315.00  

Faith Bible Study  $810.00   Improvements /Decorations  $-00  

Quilting  $788.95   Cards  $122.55  

Funerals  $200.00   Confirmation Expense  $21.10  

In Memory of Donations  $148.00   Funeral Expense  $113.75  

Card Sales  $2,561.00   Thrift/Bake Sale  $-00  

Thrift Sale  $2,128.00   Band Concert  $-00  

Band Concert  $2,965.00   Fall Supper (food)  $339.67  

Fall Supper Donations/Ticket Sales  $1,776.50   Advent Tea  $250.00  

Bake Sales (3)/Food Sales  $-00   Cairn House  $337.23  

Improvement Gifts  $80.00   LEC Fuel  $2,000.00  

Cairn House  $400.00   LEC Cleaning  $1,000.00  

Other Gifts     Registration Fee-Presidebt  $25.00  

   $12,985.45   Gifts (see below)  $4,310.00  

TOTAL INCOME   TOTAL EXPENSES  $11,053.27  

     
NET $ EARNED FROM EVENTS:   Gifts Detailed:  
Thrift Sale/Bake Sale   $3,236.50   Stepping Stones-Faith Bible Study  $460.00  

Band Concert   $2,008.00   DCCF-Adoray  $       500.00  

Fall Supper/Bake Sale  $2,611.00   DCCF-Cops4Kids  $       100.00  

December Bake Sale  $340.00   St. Croix Hospice  $       500.00  

  $8,195.50   Bridge to Hope  $       500.00  

   Stepping Stones-gen  $       500.00  

ENDING BALANCES:   Autumn Village-Activities  $       500.00  

Ending Checking December 31, 2025  $8,463.05   Neighbors of DC-Activities  $       100.00  

Less 2025 Outstanding checks  $(2,098.00)  Arbor Place  $       100.00  

Ending Savings December 31,2025  $3,309.98   UW-Stout Campus Ministry  $       100.00  

Reserved (Quilters)  $(1,758.58)  Luther Park  $600.00  

Working Balance 2025  $7,916.45   Our House -Activities  $       100.00  

   Cash @ $50 each (Pastor,  $250.00  

   Hayden,  Hilson, Turner,  

   D.Jacobson   

Vicki Price/January 10, 2026     $4,310.00  

LEC Women Treasurer     
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LEC Memorial Report 2025 
 

Checkbook beginning balance Jan.2025    $6492.39 
Undesignated Memorials     +1480.00 
Expenses:  

candles & candle lighters  $165.04  
wireless microphones  $760.02  
ordered Checks   $16.00  

Total expenses      -941.06 
 
Checkbook ending balance – November 6, 2025  $7031.31 
 
 
Designated Memorials 
General fund     $150.00 
Building fund         $70.00 
Organ fund             $50.00 
Carpet fund            $20.00 
Altar fund             $100.00 
Front steps        $2305.00 
Choir fund          $3205.00 
Misc                    Quilting $325.00  
                               LEC women 
                               School kits 
                               Froen Cemetery 
 
Total deposits        6225.00 
 

2025 Nominating Committee report 
President: Eldon Hilson 
Secretary: Christine Ness 
Treasurer:  Bonnie Rivard 
Financial Secretary: Nikki Turner 
Trustee:  Nik Shepard 
Deacon:  Allison Bilse 
Synod Assembly Delegates: Dick & Lynne Quilling 
  Alternate:   
American Lutheran Homes Rep: Lynnette Smith (2nd term)  
Nominating Committee: Don & Judy Kothlow  
Audit Committee: Brenda Ziehme (2nd term) 
Luther Park Camp Ambassadors: Dottie Hayden & Peggy Husby 
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LITTLE ELK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH DIRECTORY 
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